September 25

th

Little Fires Everywhere
By: Celeste Ng (2017)

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is
planned - from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to
the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this
spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother - who arrives in this
idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the
Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four
Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with
her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to
upend this carefully ordered community.

Magpie Murders
by Anthony Horowitz (2017)

When editor Susan Ryeland is given the tattered manuscript of Alan
Conway's latest novel, she has little idea it will change her life. She's worked
with the revered crime writer for years and his detective, Atticus Pund, is
renowned for solving crimes in the sleepy English villages of the 1950s. As
Susan knows only too well, vintage crime sells handsomely. It's just a shame
that it means dealing with an author like Alan Conway ... But Conway's latest
tale of murder at Pye Hall is not quite what it seems. Hidden in the pages of
the manuscript there lies another story: a tale written between the very words
on the page, telling of real-life jealousy, greed, ruthless ambition and murder.

*November 20th

The Radium Girls
by Kate Moore (2017)

In 1917, as a war raged across the world, young American women flocked to
work, painting watches, clocks, and military dials with a special luminous
substance made from radium. The girls themselves shone brightly in the dark,
covered head to toe in the dust from the paint. As the years passed, the
women began to suffer from mysterious and crippling illnesses. They had been
poisoned by the radium paint. Their employers denied all responsibility. These
courageous women became determined to fight for justice.

*December 18

th

2019 Selections
Join the discussion the last
Wednesday of each month at 7p.
No registration required.
These events are free and open to all adults.

Music Shop
by Rachel Joyce (2018)

1988. The CD has arrived. Sales of the shiny new disks are soaring on high
streets in cities across the country. Meanwhile, down a dead-end street,
Frank's music shop stands small and brightly lit, jam-packed with records of
every kind. It attracts the lonely, the sleepless, the adrift. There is room for
everyone. Frank has a gift for finding his customers the music they need. Into
this shop arrives Ilse Brauchmann - practical, brave, well-heeled. Frank falls for
this curious woman who always dresses in green. But Ilse's reasons for visiting
the shop are not what they seem. Frank's passion for Ilse seems as misguided
as his determination to save vinyl. How can a man so in tune with other
people's needs be so incapable of helping himself?

*Schedule change to accommodate library closed dates.
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October 30th

January 30th

The Truth According to Us
by Annie Barrows (2015)

May 29th

In the summer of 1938, Layla Beck's father, a United States senator, cuts off her
allowance and demands that she find employment on the Federal Writers'
Project, a New Deal jobs program. Within days, Layla finds herself far from her
accustomed social whirl, assigned to cover the history of the remote mill town of
Macedonia, West Virginia, and destined, in her own opinion, to go completely
mad with boredom. However, once she secures a room in the home of the
unconventional Romeyn family, she is completely drawn into their complex world
and soon discovers that the truth of the town is deeply entangled in the thorny
past of the Romeyn dynasty.

February 27th

Still Life
By: Louise Penny (2006)

Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surêté du Québec and his team of
investigators are called in to the scene of a suspicious death in a rural
village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the tiny hamlet of Three
Pines, just north of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The
locals are certain it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing more, but
Gamache smells something foul in these remote woods, and is soon certain
that Jane Neal died at the hands of someone much more sinister than a
careless bowhunter.
th

March 27

April 24th

The author joins us to talk about the book!
With the unexpected news of her pregnancy, Molly’s husband, Corey,
persuades her to leave her job as a sous chef in Washington DC and
move to an old, run-down house in small-town Pennsylvania. Soon she
finds herself stuck in a life that only Corey wants, but is too busy to enjoy. A
century earlier, Tish had lived in the same house. The middle daughter of
the Hess family, she yearns to leave to family business behind and travel
west. Can two women living a hundred years apart find happiness in the
present, while living a life they would not have chosen for themselves?

Invention of Wings
By: Sue Monk Kidd (2014)

June 26th

Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century
Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her
within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has
known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world,
but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women.
On Sarah’s eleventh birthday, she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful, to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the
next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically
shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship.

Sourdough
By: Robin Sloan (2015)
Lois Clary is a software engineer at a San Francisco robotics company with
world-changing ambitions. She codes all day and collapses at night, her
human contact limited to the two brothers who run the neighborhood hole-inthe-wall from which she orders dinner every evening. The brothers close up
shop. But they have one last delivery for Lois: their culture, the sourdough
starter used to bake their bread. The company chef urges her to take her
product to the farmer’s market, and a whole new world opens up. When Lois
comes before the jury that decides who sells at Bay Area markets, she
encounters a close-knit club with no appetite for new members. But then, an
alternative emerges: a secret market that aims to fuse food and technology.
But who are these people, exactly?

Mrs. Sherlock Holmes
By: Brad Ricca (2016)
Mrs. Sherlock Holmes tells the true story of Mrs. Grace Humiston, the detective
and lawyer who turned her back on New York society life to become one of
the nation's greatest crime fighters during an era when women weren't even
allowed to vote. After graduating from N.Y.U. law school, Grace opened a
legal clinic in the city for low-income immigrant clients, and quickly established
a reputation as a fierce, but fair lawyer who was always on the side of the
disenfranchised. This is the first-ever literary biography of the singular woman
the press nicknamed after fiction's greatest detective Her poignant story
unmasks unmistakable connections between missing girls, the role of the media,
and the real truth of crime stories.

An Imperfection in the Kitchen Floor
By: Heather Greenleaf (2018)

One Day
By: David Nicholls (2009)

July 31st

It’s 1988 and Dexter Mayhew and Emma Morley have only just met. But
after only one day together, they cannot stop thinking about one another.
Over twenty years, snapshots of that relationship are revealed on the same
day—July 15th—of each year. Dex and Em face squabbles and fights,
hopes and missed opportunities, laughter and tears. And as the true
meaning of this one crucial day is revealed, they must come to grips with
the nature of love and life itself.
th

August 28

American War
By: Omar El Akkad (2017)
A second American Civil War, a devastating plague, and one family caught
deep in the middle--a story that asks what might happen if America were to
turn its most devastating policies and deadly weapons upon itself. Sarat
Chestnut, born in Louisiana, is only six when the Second American Civil War
breaks out in 2074. But even she knows that oil is outlawed, that Louisiana is
half underwater, and that unmanned drones fill the sky. When her father is
killed and her family is forced into Camp Patience for displaced persons,
she begins to grow up shaped by her particular time and place. But not
everyone at Camp Patience is who they claim to be.

